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On the 19th-21st March 2021, the Caribbean WaterNet/CapNet-UNDP hosted the 

virtual Climate Resilience and Integrated Water Resources Management: Focus 

on Caribbean Youth Training as part of the Global Water Partnership-Caribbean 

Water Academy for Youth (GWP-C WAY). This was facilitated in collaboration with 

partners from Global Water Partnership-Caribbean (GWP-C), the University of the 

West Indies, Faculty of Food and Agriculture (FFA), and the Caribbean 

Community Climate Change Centre (CCCCC). 

The GWP-C WAY focused on tapping into the potential of the region’s youth by 

providing this carefully crafted summer programme catered to a select group of 

young leaders and professionals. The 2021 cohort shared a keen interest in better 

understanding the problems, as well as formulating and implementing possible 

sustainable and innovative solutions to water-related SDG challenges that affect 

their immediate (local) environment, through the application of effective water 

management and practical skills sharing.  

Caribbean WaterNet participated in the Academy by hosting a 3-day training 

course covering six (6) modules as follows: 

1. Module 1: Introduction to Water Resources Management and Climate 

Change 

2. Module 2: Drivers and Impacts of Climate Change on Water Use Sectors 

3. Module 3: The Role of Youth in IWRM and Climate Change 

4. Module 4: Adaptation Planning 

5. Module 5: Adaptation Techniques and Technologies 

6. Module 6: Implementation – How-To Guide 
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Day 1: Monday 19th July, 2021 

Opening Ceremony 

The training commenced with an opening ceremony including remarks from all 

participating partners. Caribbean WaterNet Network Manager, Dr Ronald 

Roopnarine opened with a brief welcome and thanked all speakers, facilitators 

and participants for attending. As Regional 

Coordinator of GWP-C, Ms. Simone Lewis 

welcomed the 2021 cohort and expressed 

her excitement at the inaugural instalment 

of the Academy, hoping that upon 

completion, the participants would go out 

into their respective communities as 

advocates for IWRM. The Dean of the 

Faculty of Food and Agriculture, Dr Mark 

Wuddivira then gave a brief overview of 

the work being done by the FFA, 

highlighting the specific vulnerabilities 

faced by the region and stressing on the importance of partnership in addressing 

these issues.  

The ceremony was brought to a close by keynote speaker Mr. Bernard Maloney. 

Mr. Maloney brought pertinent remarks as a Senior Engineer in Design, Planning 

and Hydrology, from the Central Water and Sewerage Authority (CWSA), St. 

Vincent & the Grenadines. Mr Maloney engaged the cohort with details of his 

own academic career and journey in IWRM. He shared statistics and data on the 

increased vulnerabilities and hydro-climatic disasters faced by the Caribbean 

region as SIDS, while also giving insight into some recent developments in 

managing and mitigating the adverse effects of climate change. He concluded 

Dr Ronald Roopnarine,  

Dr Mark Wuddivira,  

Ms. Simone Lewis,  

Mr. Bernard Maloney 
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by underscoring the importance of training such as those offered by participating 

organizations, and fostering continued collaboration in ensuring a climate resilient 

Caribbean. 

Module 1: Facilitated by Ms. Simone Lewis (GWP-C) 

Ms. Lewis gave an interactive presentation utilizing myriad engagement tools. Her 

presentation covered an overview the GWP-C and their work within the region. 

She then gave insight into the evolution of the IWRM process and its implications 

for treating with climate change in the Caribbean. The participants made full use 

of the exercises to create dynamic simulations and provide comprehensive 

feedback and solutions. 
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Module 2: Facilitated by Dr Mark Wuddivira (FFA) 

Dr Wuddivira shared his wealth of knowledge in soil and water science to provide 

a presentation full of engaging imagery and global statistics relating to climate 

change impacts on water use sectors. 
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Day 2: Tuesday 20th July, 2021 

Keynote Address – Dr Lystra Fletcher-Paul 

Day 2 commenced with an 

inspiring address by Food 

System Specialist and Lecturer 

in Biometrics (FFA), Dr Lystra 

Fletcher-Paul. Echoing the 

sentiments and message of Mr 

Maloney, she stressed the 

importance of global youth in 

the multi- dimensional fight against climate change. She encouraged the spirit of 

entrepreneurship in creating new climate smart technologies to adapt and 

mitigate the impacts of climate change and to reduce the losses caused by these 

extreme events, through innovation and the implementation of sustainable 

practices. 

Module 3: Facilitated by Dr Ronald Roopnarine (Caribbean WaterNet) 

Presenting on an especially important thematic area of the GWP-C WAY, Dr 

Roopnarine gave an extremely interactive presentation on the role youth in IWRM. 

Participants were fully engaged in discussions on the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG6.5.1, and its implications for Caribbean islands. 

Emphasis was placed on the importance of sustainable development in 

implementing water management practices throughout the region. Through 

interactive and reflective exercises, the cohort was able to compare and analyse 

IWRM and SDG6 data for their respective countries.  
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Module 4: Facilitated by Dr Gaius Eudoxie (FFA) 

Dr Eudoxie continued with a very interactive session on Adaptation Planning in 

both global and Caribbean contexts. Discussions centred on the need for 

adaptation planning to take a holistic and comprehensive approach especially 

as it pertains to sustainability and socio-economic development. Utilizing 

Caribbean case studies and examples of adaptation planning such as the 

Barbados Boardwalk, participants were able to assess current regional measures 

and foster deliberation as to how these existing measures may be further 

implemented and improved. 
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Day 3: Wednesday 21st July, 2021 

Module 5: Facilitated by Mr. Ryan Zuniga (CCCCC) 

Participants were exposed to a wealth of technical information on Adaptation 

Techniques and Technologies. Mr Zuniga’s presentation gave an in-depth 

explanation of the different types of adaptation and their applications. It also 

provided a wide range of examples as it relates to available technologies within 

the water sector and IWRM. 
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Module 6: Facilitated by Dr Gaius Eudoxie (FFA) 

Dr Eudoxie facilitated another interactive session using several case studies to 

stimulate discussions on the barriers faced in implementing adaptation 

technologies, and possible solutions, policies and best-practices which can 

mitigate these challenges.  
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Presentation of Certificates 

Day 3 concluded with a final assessment and the virtual presentation of 

certificates to all participants. Dr Roopnarine expressed his thanks to all facilitators 
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and participants for their contributions over the 3-day training period which was 

brought to a close with a virtual photo of the entire GWP-C WAY 2021 cohort. 
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